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the same family. But the human clan in its straggle
for existence found itself surrounded, not only by other
human clans, but also by various tribes of animals,
which it looked upon as analogous to the clans of men ;
and it desired to strengthen its position by an alliance
with one or another of these animal clans, which, for
some reason, impressed itself upon its imagination as
animated by some supernatural power. The animal
clan then became what is now called the totem of the
human clan; and the spirit that was supposed to
animate the totem dan became, in a certain sense, an
object of worship. One great purpose of the sacrifice,
then, was to cement and strengthen the alliance
between the human clan and the animal dan; and
the way in which this was done was through some
application of the blood of the totem, or by, in some
way, coming into contact with that which was specially
connected with its life, or by partaking of its flesh. The
object, then, of killing a member of the totem tribe
becomes dear* Under ordinary circumstances it would
be absolutely forbidden, and regarded as the murder of
a kinsman; but on special occasions it was solemnly
done in order to shed the blood and partake of the flesh,
and so strengthen the alliance. The blood is regarded
as the life, and when the blood of a member of the
totem tribe of animals was shed, the life of the totem
was brought to the spot where it was needed, and the
blood could be applied to the worshippers as a bond of
union, and then the union could be still farther cemented
by the feast upon the flesh, by which the spirit of the
totem was absorbed and assimilated by its human
kinsmen. The object of the animal sacrifice, therefore,
was not in any sense to offer a gift, but to obtain com-
munion with the totem-spirit
Now, if we apply this theory of sacrifice to the
sacrifices offered to the village deities in South India,
we see that the main ceremonies connected with them
at once become intelligible; the various modes of
sprinkling and applying the blood% and the different
forms of the sacrificial feast were all originally intended